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SUBJECT: DEATH OE STEVE BIKO: NOV. 29/30 INQUEST 
PROCEEDINGS 

REE: PRETORIA 6466 

1. AFTERNOON SESSION OF NOV. 29 BIKO INQUEST PROCEEDINGS 
CONSISTED OE TESTIMONY BY PROF. IAN SIMSON, PATHOLOGIST 
PRESENT AT BIKO AUTOPSY AT REQUEST OE PROF. LOUBSER. SIMSON 
INITIALLY MAINTAINED THAT BIKO'S BRAIN INJURIES WERE THE RESULT 
OF ONLY ONE APPLICATION OE FORCE TO THE HAD. UNDER QUESTIONING 
BY BIKO FAMILY ADVOCATE SIDNEY KENTRIDGE. SIMSON ADMITTED 
THERE MAY HAVE BEEN MORE THAN ONE APPLICATION OF FORCE TO 
THE SAME POINT OE THE HEAD. REMAINDER OF AFTERNOON WAS 
SPENT ON EURTHER ARGUMENT WHETHER TO CALL TWO OF MINISTER 
OF JUSTICE JIMMY KRUGER'S SENIOR POLICE OFFICIALS. 
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MAGISTRATE PRINS FINALLY RULED AGAINST CALLING THE 
OFEICIALS ON THE GROUNDS THAT THEIR STATEMENTS AND A 
COPY OF THE TELEX MESSAGE SENT EROM PORT ELIZABETH TO 
PRETORIA, BOTH SUBMITTED IN EVIDENCE, DID NOT REVEAL 
ANY INCONSISTENCIES. 

2. COL. GOSSENS, HEAD OF THE PORT ELIZABETH SECURITY 
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POLICE, WAS AGAIN CALLED TO THE STAND ON THE MORNING 
OF NOV. 30. KENTRIDGE POINTED OUT DISCREPANCIES BETWEEN 
GOSSENS' TESTIMONY EARLIER DURING THE INQUEST AND A 
TELEX HE HAD SENT SEPT. 1 1 TO PRETORIA. SECURITY POLICE 
HEADQUARTERS, CONCERNING BIKO'S STATE OF HEALTH, THE NEED 
TO TAKE HIM TO PRETORIA, AND AN ALLEGED CONFESSION BY 
BIKO. KENTRIDGE NOTED THAT THE WORD 'INFLICTED" (IN 
AFRIKAANS) WAS USED BY GOSSENS IN REFERENCE TO HOW 
BIKO RECEIVED HIS HEAD INJURY. 

3. SECOND WITNESS DURING NOV. 30 MORNING SESSION WAS 
WARRANT OFFICER HENRY FOUCHE WHO ALLEGEDLY "GUARDED" 
BIKO IN PORT ELIZABETH SEPT. 6/7 AND ACCOMPANIED HIM 

TO PRETORIA SEPT. II. KENTRIDGE CLOSELY QUESTIONED 
FOUCHE AS TO WHETHER HE WAS REALLY A GUARD OR 
INTERROGATOR AND ASKED HOW HE COULD POSSIBLY MAINTAIN 
BIKO WAS FAKING ILLNESS IN LIGHT OF THE FACT THAT FOUCHE 
WAS ORDERED TO TAKE BIKO ON A NON-STOP 1,000 KILOMETER 
JOURNEY THROUGH THE NIGHT FOR HOSPITALIZATION. KENTRIDGE'S 
QUESTIONS WERE DESIGNED TO DEMONSTRATE FOUCHE IN FACT 
MUST HAVE KNOWN THAT BIKO HAD A HEAD INJURY. 

4. FINAL ARGUMENT BEGINS MORNING OF DEC. 1; INQUEST MAY 
END DEC. 2 OR 5. REGARDLESS OF OUTCOME, BIKO COUNSEL 

AND FAMILY HAVE INFORMED EMBOFFS AT INQUEST THAT FAMILY 
WILL INSTITUTE CIVIL SUIT AGAINST POLICE AND LOCAL 
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DOCTORS INVOLVED. 

BOWDLER 
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